In more traditional societies with stronger links between generations we suppose the influence of family background characteristics to be more pronounced.
The analysis focuses the situation of children aged 10-18 years in the parental household and as adults in their own household in selected countries. In contrast to most of the empirical studies we address to the situation of male and female children to analyze the gender bias in the intergenerational transmission of advantages and disadvantages. The empirical analysis is based on longitudinal data (GSOEP, PSID, BHPS, CNEF 1980 -2008 use quintile transition matrices, where each cell represents the probability for a child's income to be in the i-th quintile, conditional on his parent's income being in the j-th quintile. (iv) The extent of the intergenerational occupational mobility is used as a proxy for social class mobility. We consider the dynamics in the absolute social mobility, caused by changes in the distribution of occupations., and the relative social mobility that is independent of the marginal distributions of occupations (Erikson and Goldthorpe 2002, Blanden et al. 2005) . To analyze the intergenerational risk of the relative social status mobility we employ a multinomial logit model (Mc Fadden 1973 , Maddala 1983 , Heckman 1981 . The explanatory variables contain a set of human capital variables and family background characteristics.
We control for the endogeneity of individual and family background characteristics with instrumental variable methods.
The paper is organized in four sections. Section one discusses the related literature of the concepts of absolute and relative poverty, social exclusion, intergenerational income and social mobility. Section two reports the data base and the methodological issues. In section three the empirical results are discussed. Section four concludes with a summary of findings and implications and recommendations for economic and social policy.
